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Article Text:

Laddie Williams gets teary-eyed when he sets foot on the grounds of Camp Flying Eagle, one of the
oldest Boy Scout camps in Florida. At 14 years old, he was appointed to be in the Order of the Arrow,
a prestigious group of Scouts at Camp Flying Eagle.

"When I come here, I always feel like I am coming to my second home," Williams said. "There's no
place like it."

Williams was a Scout in 1947 and 1948, and the Caloosa Lodge chief from 1949 to 1950. The
Caloosa Lodge is the name given to a group of Scouts from Camp Flying Eagle that has all but
vanished since its charter expired in 1955.

Thousands of Scouts like Williams have hiked the woods of Camp Flying Eagle. About 500 people
joined together Saturday to celebrate the camp's 75th anniversary with all-day Scout activities. The
historical camp, located on the Manatee River at the north end of Upper Manatee River Road, was
started in 1929.

Williams, now 71 and living in Gainesville, got a tour of the 185-acre camp in a motorized shuttle
along with two former Order of the Arrow Scouts who now live in Fort Myers. One of the men
Williams hadn't seen in 50 years, although they have kept in touch through e-mail.

"There are people here from Camp Flying Eagle who will be in my memory until I pass on,"
Williams said, at times his voice cracking with emotion.



All day long Scouts of all ages from the very young to those Williams referred to as the "AARP
Council," roamed the campground. They shared stories about their experiences at Camp Flying
Eagle.

Many of the silver-haired men reminisced about what they called a "rite of passage from a young boy
to a young man." Scouting does that, said Williams. "We helped shape the lives of kids," said former
Boy Scout and Camp Flying Eagle staffer Ben Johnson.

"It was a time in my life I will never forget," he said. "This camp is unique."

As former Camp Flying Eagle camp director George Duell wandered through the camp's entrance
gate, he greeted former Scouts and staff from when he was director of Camp Flying Eagle from 1967
to 1978. A lot at the camp had changed since the last time Duell visited, but the very first thing he
thought of was Miss Bertie, Camp Flying Eagle's cook for more than 20 years.

"We had a blast of a time," the 71-year-old Duell recalled as he walked down the shell road.

Being a Boy Scout was what young boys did at 12 years old, said Joe Sanders and Dave Botto, former
Boy Scouts who attended summer camp at Camp Flying Eagle in 1944, 1945 and 1946.

"It was very simple," said Sanders. "All of my friends were here."

Botto and Sanders have been friends since attending kindergarten in Manatee County and graduated
Manatee High School together.

They remember meeting boys from all over Florida who attended summer camp at Camp Flying
Eagle.

They also were two of six boys who became Eagle Scouts during that time. Eagle Scout is the highest
ranking of the Boy Scouts.

They said some of their finest boyhood memories were at Camp Flying Eagle. It was a good
experience for boys, Sanders said.

"No other way would we have had this kind of experience," said Botto.

While walking the historical tour of Camp Flying Eagle, Sanders and Botto reminisced about getting
merit and rank badges while attending camp. One badge was for swimming a mile in the river.

Sanders recalled holding his breath, diving into the brown river water and feeling on the bottom for
rocks. When he came out of the water a staff person in charge of first aid greeted him.

"The first aid man would put alcohol in your ears so you wouldn't get an infection," Botto said.

Another activity Botto recalled was doing what the Scoutmaster called "Orienteering," which Botto
said was "finding your way in the woods."

Evan Waldt, 18, an Eagle Scout and now the Osceola Lodge Chief of the Order of the Arrow, which



includes Boy Scouts from Bradenton to Naples, remembers his first outdoor experiences at Camp
Flying Eagle.

"It's a part of us," Waldt said. "It's who we are as Boy Scouts. You can't have a council without having
Camp Flying Eagle."
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Cole Fickey, 9, of Cub Scout Pack No. 191 in Bradenton, gets a few pointers from his father Chris at
the archery range. Photos by BRIAN BLANCO/The Herald

James Buckeye, 11, from Boy Scout Troop No. 267 in Venice, fires a rifle at the shooting range at
Camp Flying Eagle in East Manatee Saturday during the camp's 75th year celebration. Ian
MacDonald of Tiger Cub Troop No. 181 in Bradenton crosses a foot bridge at Camp Flying Eagle.
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